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For Immediate Release 

AYO HOSTS FIRST NATIONAL MUSIC TEACHER MENTORING PROGRAM 
MASTERCLASS AT MONA  
New mentors making a difference in music education 

This week, 50 teachers from across Australia will converge at the Museum of Old and New Art 
(MONA) to take part in the first ever National Music Teach Mentoring Program (NMTMP) 
masterclass, to train as mentors for the Program.  

Joining the three day workshop are mentors from New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia and 
Western Australia, including 23 specialist mentors and 21 new mentors, as well as 10 new mentors 
from Tasmania.  

The NMTMP seeks to improve the quality of music education for all Australian primary school 
students through the mentoring of generalist classroom teachers by experienced, highly-skilled 
music educators. Participating teachers gain the confidence and skills to deliver quality music 
education in their classrooms, giving a greater number of students access to music education.  

The Program is the brain-child of Richard Gill AO one of Australia’s foremost music educators, and 
was developed and implemented through consultation and support of the Australian Youth 
Orchestra (AYO).  
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‘I strongly believe in the value and joy that music brings to each and every one of us. That’s why I 
champion the serious business of teaching music properly in our schools. We have long known the 
benefits of a continuous and sequential music education on all learning and this program creates 
opportunities to bring the power of music to all classrooms in Australia’ – Richard Gill AO 

This workshop comes after a successful 3-year pilot of the Program, funded by the Federal 
Government, which achieved remarkable success. More than 3000 students in over 70 schools 
benefitted, experiencing positive outcomes such as: 

 improved student engagement, with school principals observing a lift in classroom dynamics 
and staff morale;  

 improved musical outcomes, with 97% of students showing improvement in their musical 
competencies and attitudes towards music; and   

 improved teaching competencies and confidence. 

In addition to funds from the NMTMP, MONA have very generously sponsored this Mentor Master 
Class which has allowed it to happen in Tasmania. Across the course of the three days mentors will 
take part in 13 sessions covering topics such as singing technique, improvisation and song analysis 
facilitated by Richard Gill and other program co-ordinators from the AYO.  

Where: Museum of Old and New Art, Hobart 
When: 9–11 May 2017 

AUSTRALIAN YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

The Australian Youth Orchestra is one of the world’s most prestigious and innovative training 

organisations for young pre-professional musicians. The training pathway has been created to 

nurture the musical development of Australia’s finest young instrumentalists across metropolitan 

and regional Australia: from the emerging, gifted, school-aged student, to those on the verge of a 

professional career. In 2017, AYO will offer over 600 program placements to more than 350 

musicians. Today, countless AYO alumni are members of some of the finest professional orchestras 

worldwide. 

 

For further information, interviews or images please contact:  

Candice Wise – Director of Marketing & Communications 

Tel: (02) 9356 1404 | 0438 243 520 | CandiceWise@ayo.com.au 

 

The National Music Teacher Mentoring Program and Australian Youth Orchestra are supported by the Australian Government 

  


